i4o                        CLEMENCEAU
CLEMENCEAU : Of what date ?
MYSELF : The 22nd December, 1914. It is about the
entry of England into the war. * To fix the dates and
thereby establish certain facts of which it is advisable to
keep a record/
CLEMENCEAU i Paul Cambon was a good man. A bit
inclined to lord it, and also, to be quite frank, a bit of a
bore. . . . But he didn't fly into tempers and saw clearly
enough. Nor is Fleuriau at all a bad sort. He would
even be nicer if he didn't wear those silly riding stocks
round his neck. . . .
MYSELF : And a document of twenty-eight typewritten
pages signed by M. Meunier-Surcouf, deputy, and dated
May, 1916,
CLEMENCEAU : What does he want ?
MYSELF : He declares that c a head is required for the
French army/
CLEMENCEAU : By Jove!   That's Foch's man!
MYSELF : A letter of no great interest from M. Jonnart,
who says . . .
CLEMENCEAU : Oh, don't tell me what he says. I don't
care a hang. He's a man who spent all his life in resigning.
I appointed him Minister of the Blockade. A week later
he resigned.1
MYSELF : Documents about Malvy, Leymarie,2 Caillaux.
A note from a general on * the situation at Verdun.' A
report on the use of artillery. A despatch from Petain
on the Champagne offensive. This ends with the words:
c An enormous expenditure of effort and money is necessary.
We ought not to fear to look the difficulties in the face.
We shall not succeed in overcoming them by denying them/
CLEMENCEAU :   Yes.   Everything he said and every-
1 ajrd November, 1917.                             3 Head of M Malay's Cabinet.